AUGMENTED COMMUNICATION

This method encourages the use of objects, symbols, pictures or a picture board to indicate the child’s likes, dislikes, wants and needs. These include:

1) Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) which teaches the child to give a picture of an item to the teacher, who responds by giving him the item immediately. It is reported that many preschool children using PECS also begin developing speech.

2) The Early Learning Images (elliecards™). These are very similar to PECS, but make use of photographs instead of drawings. There are 192 photographs of common household items, foods, colors, toys, etc. each labeled with the name of the item. Some children may find these easier to use than small drawings.

3) Many reasonably priced assistive methods of communication are now being produced as apps.

